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| NTRODUCT| ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
of Social Wl fare finding her ineligible for Medicaid until
she incurs nmedi cal expenses of $2,172.78 for the period
August 1, 1992 through January 31, 1993. The issue is
whet her the Departnment correctly cal cul ated and applied the
petitioner's earned income in determning the petitioner's

"spenddown" anount.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

The petitioner, who appeared pro se, did not dispute

the facts of the case. She is nineteen-years-old, single,

and has no dependents.1 She works full-time and earns gross
income of $1,152.13 a nonth. After considering all the
deductions frominconme allowed by the regul ations, the
petitioner's net inconme is $1,062.13 a nonth.
ORDER
The Departnent's decision is affirned.
REASONS
The Medicaid regul ations provide that eligibility is

determ ned for a six-nonth period based on an individual's

income during that period. Medicaid Manual > M 421. An
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i ndi vidual's net income during the period is conpared to the
"protected inconme level” for that individual's household
size. If net incone exceeds the protected incone |evel, the
i ndi vi dual nust incur (not necessarily spend) nedical
expenses in the amount of the difference over the six nonth
period of potential eligibility. Once that "applied i ncone"

figure is neet, the individual becones eligible for Mdicaid
for the remai nder of the six-nonth period. [d. > M 423.

In the petitioner's case, the protected incone |evel
for a household of one is $700.00 per nonth. Procedures
Manual > P-2420. The petitioner's net inconme is $1,052.13 a
nmont h--1 eavi ng an applied i ncone of $362.13 ($1,062.13 m nus
$700.00) a nonth, or $2,172.78 for six nonths.

| nasnuch as the Departnent's decision is factually
accurate and based on the regul ations the board is bound by
law to affirm 3 V.S. A > 3091(d) and Fair Hearing Rule No.
19.

FOOTNOTE

1The petitioner "categorically" qualifies for Medicaid
as an individual aged 20 or under. See MM > M 300.
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